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BUILDIMG AN “ENERGY ECOMOMY™ in the
United Stabtes may be as simple—or as com-
plex—as flipplng the switch on a better lkght
by, & mare efficlert Hght Bulb requires the
selence to develop it, the innovation te manu-
facture it, the public paliey te requiate it and
the soclal sclence to have the public aceept it.

All facets of energy research and public
padlley are top priorities at the Unbrersity of
Maryland, where faculty fram mary diszl-
plines are deslgning next-generation energy
storage systems, developing new ways to
produce biafuels and guiding palicy cholees ta
enhance energy securlty and reduce enviran-
mental risks,

The Unbeersity of Maryland Energy
Research Center, or UMERC, coardinates
campuswide energy research under the
direction of Erfe Wachsman,

Since arriving at Maryland last year,

reaching out to faculty from chemical and life
sclences, public palicy, camputer and physieal
sclences, saclal sclence and sgriculture to
Join with a sore group of researchers in the
A, James Clark Schaaol of Enginearing, which
adminlsters the center,

“Energy research and development are
vital if America I3 te decrease greenhouse gas
emissions gt lawer cost, reduce dependence
an forelgn all and become the world |leader
in tomarrew’s clean-energy economy,” says
Steve Fetter, a former dean of publie palley at
Maryland and now the assistant director at
large for the White House Office of Sclence
and Technalogy Palicy.

Many aof the majar federal grants related te
enerngy ressarch, including suppart for 46
Enerngy Fromtier Research Centers (see Impact
Prafile) funded by the Department of Energy,
or DaE, require ressarch combining different
diseiplines.




